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WILMINGTON.
C1FTOSE OF FOBT ARDEB80H

Admiral Porter's Report of
the Victory.

ESCAPE OF MOST OF THE GDUU80I.

The Fort and Guns Left in
Good Condition.

Tlie Rebels Abandon Their Works in
General Terry's Front.

Both lyings ofthe ArmyMoving
On to Wilmington.

Our Fleet Beyond the
Obstructions.

Wilmington Soon to be In Our
Possession,

kbt it.) kt»

THE OFFICIAL REPORT.
Admiral Porter's Despatch to Secretary

Welle**
WAanimroH, Feb. 22, 1845.

The Navy Department has received the following from
Admiral Porter:.

Onitsd Stat: 8 Flagship If ai.vkrk, 1
Cxee F*.m Rivkr, Feb. 19, 1806. j

Br.I have the honor to report the surrender or
evacuation of Fort Anderson.

General SchoQeld advanced from Smlthville, with eight
thousand man, on the 17th innt. At tbe came time 1
attached tbe works by water, placing the Monitor Moa-
tauk close to the works, and enflladiug them with the
Pawtucket, Lcnapo, Unadllta and Pequot, tbe tide and
Wind not allowing more vessels to get under fire. The
fcrrt answered pretty briskly, but quieted down by sunset.
On tbe 18th, at eight o'clock, 1 moved np closer, with

the Montauk lending, followed by the Mackinaw, Huron,
fousocus, Pontusuck, Maratunza, Lcnape, Unadilla, Paw-
taekot, Osceola, Shawmut, Seneca, Nyack, Chippewa
and Little Ada, and kept up a heavy fire through th* day
antll late In the afternoon.
The enemy's batteries were silenced by three o'clock,

though we kept up the fire until dark. We alto fired
through the night.
In the meantime General Schoflcld was working In the

roar of the rebels, to cut them off. The latter did not
Wait for the army to surround them, but l«ft in the

Sight, taking five or six pieces of light artillery with

them, and everything else of any value.
At dayl:gbt this morning some of our troops that were

.ear by went In and hoisted the flag on the ramparts,
When tho firing ceased from the Monitors.
There were ten hesvy guns in Fort Anderson and a

Quantity of ammunition.
We lost but three killed and tvo wounded.
1 am, sir, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER, Rear Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Wbu', Secretary of th* Navy.

THE HERALD REPORTS*
Mr. Thomas M. Cook's despatches.

Fort "Fisiisr, Feb. 19, 19M.
FORWARD TQ ihLHMOTOM.

The order has gone forth. Thacolumns are massed.
Tbe battle has commenced. Ere this despatch can reach

pou the doomed city will doubtless be restored to the

lorifsdletion of the federal authorities.
Hitherto, for spjarent reasons, I have refrained from

mentioning tho arrival of reinforcements at this place.
Bat the public hid, doubtless, understood full well that
th* little handful of men, although all heroes, brought
her* by General Terry, especially after deducting
from their small aggregate tbe casualties caused by
¦terming this supposed-to-to-impregnablc work, and
after detailing a sufficient force to guard twenty-
It* hundred ^prisoners sent North, and, further,
after sufficiently garrisoning aud securing the
works commanding the mouth of th* Cajie Fear
rtv*r-rOur base of operations.was altogether in¬

adequate to undertake »a march inland over a country
oovered with fortifications and garrisoned by the choicest

lioopa of the rebel confederacy. This consideration will
r*M*v* General Terry in the minds of the pibllc from
aay suspicion of backwardness In the management of
military operations h*reabouts. The authorities have
manifested their confidence in blm by the distinguished
honors conferred upon him. .

It will, therefore, be understood that Wilmington Is

pat In retel possession from no fall of that gallant officer.
Neither i* there any blame traceable to any other official
.woe. The sole reason has been the severity of (he
Weather at th* North, which has closed important lined
Of transportation and prevented the movement of
troops. A llttl* relaxation of tbe weather permitted
. portion of th* reinforcements destined for this
paint to com* through. With these the forward
movement is now undertaken, the Importance
of the speedy attainment of the anticipated object* Jus¬
tifying th* commanding general In advancing without
watting for his entire force.

ttis rsbsx niftmn and moor*.

I have already forwarded to you a detailed map of tho
apprnaobes to Wilmington from this direction, on which
will bo seea the rebel fortifications and other obstructions
9a be overcome. In our Immediate front, from Federal
Mtat, lies the veteran rebel division of G*n*ral Hok*, six
thousand four hundred strong, occupying a strongly In-
tr*nch*d Hn*. reaching from tli* head of Maaonboro
.oand, on th* east, across ths river to Sugar Loaf on tit*
Cap* Fear. Sagar Loaf Is an artificial mound similar to

work on the right of th* sm front of Fort Fisher,
taown a* th* Monad Battery. It Carrie* two heavy guns
oaflladlng th* front of the rebel position.
We cootd doubtle** make a short Job of dislodging

¦ok* and destroying his works before breakfast any fin*
morning It might h* deemed advisable to atUmpt it; but
this would only be driving him back Into th* more slabo-
IBl* and formidable works surrounding th* city. Could
Admiral Porter pass this position with hi* gunboats ther*
wouM then b* ao trouble In "gobbling up" Hoke's troops
MOra they could retire to tbe city; but, unfortunately
for th* acoompllshment of this plan, th* rebels have seen
.t to obstruct ths river opposite this vary point, thu*
preventing the pasaag? of the Admiral's boats. Thea*
obstruction* have heretofore been described to yon. Nor
would it be any very herculean undertaking to r*mov«
those obstructions, were It not for the faot that the
aaoghty rebels have placed a work, which they call Fort
Anderson, Immediately at tbe other end of them, and In
such a position as to Itear full upon them. This fort Is
really a very rtrong work, resembling In its general
character Fort Flsber, and in reality falling but llttl* bo
aeath thai famous work In extent, if, Indeed, in the
¦mutter find utllbre of its gnns.

Here, then, Is a formidable line, extending from tho
ocean to and across tho ''ape Fear r.ver, and resting
upon the eiteusiv* swamp* and marches beyond tbe

THE CAPTURE OF FORT ANDERSON.
Important Operations of Bfctfor General Schofield and Admiral Porter.Another Step Toward*

the Investment off Richmond.
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It le hardly necessary to say that the oocupatlon of
Wilmington by our force*, to be of service to ua, requires
the opening of the river to the paaaage of our veaeele.
Therefore It le that, even should we dislodge Hoke from
the eeet elde of the river, and press blm In his retreat so

bard that he would be unable to make a stand at Wil¬
mington, the advantage would be negatived by the rebel
occupation of Fort Anderson and the obeiructlena In the
river, which that work commands.
General SclioOeld baa examined the situation with the

eye of an experienced campaigner and the tact of a

thorough soldier, and his present movement develop*
his appreciation of the correct strategy. Bla advance la
made on the west bank of the river.

MOVEMENT* rKSLIMINART TO Til ADTAMOM
On Thursday night Cox's division of the Twenty-third

corpa was transferred from Federal Point to Smithville.
The movement was an undertaking of no Inconsiderable
magn tu4e. Besides the strength of the division, which
It would be manifestly improper to state, their entire
equipage, land transportation, ammunition, commissary
stores and Impedimenta in general, had to be forwarded.
The ferriage was a distance of eight miles. The facilities
of embarkation constated of a single small dock, at
which but one vessel could lay at a tlma. The army
vowels adapted to the service consisted of four emaH
ateamera.the Eliza rfafioox, C W. Thomas, Christopher
and Howard. Admiral Porter very politely placed three
lighters of hla fleet at the dlspoeltion of the army for
the movement With these facilities the whole taak waa

accomplish*! before daylight, Brigadier General Dodge,
Chief Quartermaster of the department, giving It hla
personal superintendence until Its full accomplishment.

Tits MARCH TO mi KKAS OV roRT AtlMatOft.

At daylight on Friday morning tba division moved
from Smithville, and at 6 P. M. were In the rear of Fort
Anderson. The march was made through an unexplored
country, over lndlfTerent roads, with many swampa sod
marshes beeettlng the way. The details of the march
and of the aubeequent operations of tbla branch of the
expedition will be given you by the eomapondcat who
accompanied the movement.

TXI BMOOWKOWBAJTCM Of TUB rLBMT.

Soon after noon on Friday Admiral Porter moved up a
force of gunboats and engaged the fort with considerable
earneatneaa at cloee quartern until dark. The Monitor
Montauk, Commander Stone, led off In thla attack, tak¬
ing up a position about three-feurtha of a mile from the
fort, and retaining It until Uta cloee of the action. Her
heavy fifteen Inch guns were worked from this position
with unerring certainty and great effect upon the sand
embankments of the fori For a time the fort replied
to her vlgorouely, but finding that Ita heaviest
metal produced no effect upon the Iron monster, it de¬
sisted from the waeto of ammunition. Hera waa

developed the exceeding utility of this claas of vessels.
No oilier boat known to maritime aohltacture could pos
slbly have laid at anchor in auch a poettion, under the
rrnf guna of a heavy fort; and yet not a person waa in¬
jured on board the presuming Monitor, although aha waa

hit over and over again In evary part of her, nor waa the
vessel damaged in the slkghtsst d"gree.
Undercover of the fire of the Monitor the wooden gun

boat Pequot moved up inio cloee range, an<Axbibtted
some excellent practice. Others foil wed, and soon a

heavy are waa ehowered upon the fort, romp lllng the
rebel gunners to aeek the shelter of their bombproofs.

tus rmu< T arnica.
During the action, and before the rebels had retired

from their guns, a Whltworth bolt' struck a stanchion on
the Pequot, scattering splinters In every direction,
severely woundtuc five men, of whom two have slnco
died.

The object of thi» attack waa merely to draw out tba
tttemy and divert their attention from the movement of
our land force*. At dark General Cox's troops wera
within a couple of mllea of the fort, had establlahed a
communication with the river abreast of the fleet, and had
exposed their position by lighting numerous camp Area,
which, communicating with tba dead wood and thick
nnderbruah of the donee pine foreat in which they were

operating, sent up vaat clouds of black smoke, covering
the whole country as with a pall. With thla, operations
ceased for the night.

After nightfall the effect of the Immense conflagration,
as viewed from the east bank of the river, was surpass¬
ingly sablime. Great sheets of livid flame darted sky¬
ward, and being reflected from the dark clouda above,
formed a grand and yet terrible spectacle.

MOVBMBKT OV SK.VBRAL AtfUS' WTHO*.
During the evening orders were received for the move¬

ment of Ames' division of Terry's force to Smlthvllle,
to co-operate with Cox. This movement was commenced
at midnight, the troops at that hour being in our extreme
front before Hoke. By sunrise thia naorning they ware

in Smlthvllle, prepared to co-operate however they might
be directed.

otonaui. oox's AovAitra aasc*BD
At daylight thia morning arattered dischargee of mua-

ketry on the west bank of the gver Indicated that Gene¬
ral Cox's skirmishers bad already engaged those of the
enemy. A* davlight advanced the firing became more

earneat, and soott U became apparent that our forces
wera pressing tha enemy works. By eight
o'clock, from indications baaed u^ori '£*
rebels had retired Into their outer woeks enveloping
the fort

tbv attics orm vrjtrr.
The admiral, on the first sound from shore, moved his

fleet iato action. As oa the previous day, the Monitor
Montauk took tha lead, and thla time went ap
within- a third of a mile of tha fort. The Mack¬
inaw, double ender, Commander Beaumont, followed,
going much nearer than any wooden boat had before
ventured. 8he anchored, bow and stem, less than a
mile from the rebel work, and waa vary quickly made
the target of their concentrated Are. The Maratanxa,
Lieutenant Commanding Young, followed soon after, and
took up a position abreast of the Mackinaw, and ahared
with her tha compliments aent from tha fort, which bow
fell thick and fast about tha two. But the fire of theaa
veaaals, and of thoaa farther aatern, waa eo well directed,
and tha rebel guna which bore upon them eo much ex¬
poaed, that the rebel garrlaon fired but wildly, and
although striking all about them, and even paaaing over
aad failing aatern, strange to say none of tha gunboats
ware hit.
Tha I/enape, I.leutanant Commander Barna, followed

the Maratansa Into close action, and Boon after the
Haaaicus, Ponlusuek, Huron, Pequot and Chippewa be¬
came engaged, causing such aa Infernal dla with their
bursting shells In and about the fort, and throwing up
auch dense volumes of sand with every discharge, that
the rebels wars again driven to oover.

During the early part of (he action, and before tha fort
had ceaard to respond, tha Admiral waa pulling about In
hla barge among tha fleet, first visiting ons vessel and
then another, even going aa far up aa the (Monitor, per¬
sonally directing the flre of each, and superintending all
Utelr movements and positions.

tub roar stunvran.
At noon the fort ceased to (Ire entirely, and from that

time till darkness dosed the action the navy had it all its
own way, battering down their huge traverses and at¬
tempting to knock over their guns. Whether any gens
were dismounted Is not definitely known, though it Is
claimed that some were; hut the southern face of Iho
fort was sadly disfigured by the severe shi lling to «hi< h
It was exposed.

Tha enormous ahella of the Monitor were thrown
with unerring precision at ao abort a range, every on*

exploding with effect. Not a ahot waa waated from
thia veaael. Although ahe Area but slowly, aha accom¬

plishes Infinitely mora In attacking such a work than all
the rest of the fleet combined. With her it la a perfect
matter of Indifference whether the fort reaponds or not;
and at every discharge of sand an ahovelled out of the
wall of the fort

arxt orauTtoxa.
While the naval action waa progreealng the land

forces advanced to within a mile of the south
era front and rear of the fort. Far back in the rear,
near a roll*, apparently, from the river, the enemy have
tome outworks, carrying light artillery, commanding the
land approaches, and communicating with the main fort
by a system of rifle pita and oovered ways, ao aa to form
a oommon work of tba whole. Thia light artillery waa
used more or leaa throughout the day, evidently tiring
u|>on our troopa. Whenever It opened, however, the
Monitor tnrned its (una In that direction, and by bursting

a single shell over them would cause the gunners to run
to shelter.
The country In the rear of the fort la known to be wet

and swampy, and hence It ia that General Cox may have
found obstacles In his way which prevent-d his attacking
the fort thin afternoon, aa it waa generally auppoaed on
thia aide the river he waa to do. Of this, of course, I am
Ignorant. General Amea' division was ordered to movi
up and aaaist him at two o'clock this afternoon, and will,
doubtless, he in position before daylight In the morniag.
We all feel very oonfldont to night that by to morrow

plgbt the work will ba ours, and with It Ita garrison.
Admiral has already leaned order* to hia fleet to en¬

gage them J^-©<*Tow at daylight even mora closely than

they have engaged film to day, when somebody must

get whipped.
The following order announcing additional member* of

the staff of thia department ia Jfl?t promulgated .
srtriAi. oannw.mo. fl

HitoqcAKTiaa, DtraKiiuiiT or N»»m Carolina, \
Anht or tub Ohio, V

Fdckai. Pom, N. C Feb 10, IMA. )
Tba following offlcera are aaalgned to duty as rnem;

here of the department staff Reports will be and
buameae transacted through them, in aocor4*noe wlih ax-
iating ordera and regalatioaa;-,

Colonel Geo. 9, Dodge, Chief Quartermaster
IJeutrnant Colonel H B. Treat, Acting Chiaf Commla-

aarv of Bubslstanoe.
Hurgeon Edward flhippen, Acting Medical Director
Captain W. J. Twining, Ald-da-tamp, Chief Engineer,
By order of Major Oeneral 8CHOFllUJ>
J. A. CAMrBKtA, Major and Aaalatant Adjuunt General.
Official.A. Taaar, Major and Aaalatant Adjutant Gene¬

ral
Colonel Podge'a appointment aa brevet brigadier gene¬

ral waa rectired after tha'taananea of thia order.

Foar Fiaaas, Feb. 10. T 30 A M.
«n CAirvna or tu roar

fort Anderson la oars. The river la oura. Wilming¬
ton ia virtually oura Aa I write Porter's gallant Ura
are unfurling the Stan and Strtpea on the parapet of the
rebel work.
a aoora iiowmm rutoimwa ma naarui rim smuu-nfo
Aa I wrote you laat night, the Admiral made ev<Ty

disposition for a mnet eameet attack at daylight Una
morning. Among other ingenious devices to deceive the
enemy a* to hia strength be caused to be constructed an

imitation Monitor During the night thia bogus concern
wax towed np with small boats and put In poell Ion close
to the fort. The wooden gunboats were also moved tip
into much closer proximity than on yesterday At the flint
gray of dawn this n»"rnlng our boats opened on the fort,
but elicited no response or Ind .cation of lif .. The flrlng »«a
continued at aliort Intervals until twenty minutes past
six, when a white Rag *vns dl-oovi red on the w .rk. The
Admiral at once moved up si d Kent a de aflhment of
shilors uo*l iiimIui h aahore to occt py und posw ee. and aa

I conclude this hasty note the broad ntUin »f oar eoun-

try la floating oat beautifully In tha moruing tun from
the ramparta of the work.

1 am, of eourse, unable at this early hour to give you
tbe result of the victory. General Schofleld waa ma¬

noeuvring hi* troop* last night bo aa to cut off the only
avenue of escape from the fort. He may have *ucceeded
In this, and hence precipitated the rebel evacuation ; or
they may bare retired to fall Into the bands of the In¬
venting army. But a portion of them remained, It Is
clear, aince they exhibited a white flag after our flriug
had commenced thli morning.

I will send further detail* a* I gather them.
Uvrrao Statdi Fijidump Mai.nam, \

Feb 19-11 A. M. J
tm »«mi *ba*dox ran* ixriwru at sc-cab loav.
The evacuation of Fort Anderson by the rebel* waa Im¬

mediately followed by the retirement of Hoke, with bl*
force*, from General Terry 'a front. General Terry
sounded an advance tbe moment the first Intimation waa

conveyed to blm of the evacuation of Anderson; but the
work* of the rebel* were found deserted. Hta forcc* are
Dow preiwlng on up the Peninsula toward* Wilmington.
Admiral Portor went ashore at Fort Andvreun and made

a hasty survey of that work, which he found to carry
twelve heavy guns yet In position and uninjured. The
Wbitworth guns, with all their light artillery, the rebcla
took away with them. Tbe fort waa deetltute of
supplies of pruv.g|on*, but a considerable quantity of
valuable ammunition was found stored in the ma¬

gazine*. The magnetic Instrument* for the explo¬
sion of torpedo* waa found Intact, with the wires

leading out into the stream. Thsae were, of
eourae, soon cut. All the small boats In the fleet were
then manut d and sent oat to drag for torpedoes, of which
an Immense number were found. Tbe Admiral moved
up In tbe flagahlp immediately behind the amall boats,
followed by the rest of the squadron, all of which have
now safely passed the obstructions, and a detachment are
under weigh steaming up the river. .. .

It la Impossible to say at this writing what Gen. Cot's
troops have done. A small force only, under command
of Colonel Moon, are In the vicinity of the fort, the rest

having passed northward several nil lee la the rear. Gen.
Bcbofield, who spent the night on his flagahlp, the fcpanld-
Ing, has Just been »board this vessel but does not know
where General Cox la. It la, however, confidently hoped
that he waa In position last night to cut off the retreat
of tbe rebels from Anderson and It will be no surprise
If It shall result In our poaaeeaion of Wilmington by three
o'elock this afternooa.
General Schofleld la making dispoaltlona to recroaa

some of his troops to reinforce Terry on the east bank of
the river, and tbe advanca on both sldsa will be pushed
with all vigor.

oaxaaAt oox's urea.
In his skirmishing yesterday General Cox lost bat

twenty six men, all told. In killed and wounded. He cap.
lured Ofty prisoners. Other definite detalla of hla move¬
ment ere not yet ascertained

vara or m* books loinrna
The Admiral 'a bogus Monitor, doubilws*, waa tbe In¬

fluential cause of the precipitate abandonment by the
rebel* of their strong defensive line on the river The
affair waa towed up cloae to the fort at ten o clock last
evening, end then < aet adrift oe the flood tide. A* It
drifted psst the fort the rebcla opened tbelr guns on it,
and set off their electrical torpedoea about It; but alt to
no effeet. It passed all these dangers In safely, and
sail' don to a point about two mile* above the fort, where it
met tbe ebb tMe. This st first, aided by the wind, sent
It a> rows the river, where It grounded, immedislly In the
rear of Hoke's lines at ftugar Loaf. The rebels, of courts,
Ooaelderrd the mt elves flank"! by our most forwiilntil >

ve eel, ind, feat ing a Joint front and tear ntts< k, con¬

cluded to rua

Thin la the accond time Admiral Porter has tricked the
rebels by similar dodges. At Vioksburg, afuj» thu rebel*
bad captured our aplendid iron-clad gunboat ludianota,
and threatened to use ber effect'. ally against us, the
Admiral rigged up a similar contrivance and ami Ir on

the Ude pant tbe Vicksburg batteries. Tbe rebel*, aeeioj
her coming, ignited alow maicbea leading to the maga-
a.nes of (he Indianola and blew hei up.
A few atragglera from tbe Boeing garrmon of Fort

Anderson have Just been brought in. Tfcay report that
two officers were killed and about a dotea men wound- a

by the naval Ore on the fort yesterday.
Oar Washington Despatch.

* Wakhingt *, Feb. », IMS.
Lieutenant Cusblng, who brought tbe despatches from

Admiral Porter to the Navy Department amtoun lng tin
occupation of Fort Anderson, nays that ha has no doubt
.f the fact that Wilminton la now in our possession.
General Scothld was not far from Wilmington on Sunday*
and the neit arrival is confidently expected to bring in¬
formation or the capture of that city.

THE ADVANCE ON WILMINGTON.
Sherman makes rapid strides towards Richmond. The

rapture of Columbia aud Charleston, and w« have now

In all probability, to add that of Wilmington also, ha*
been accomplished within the limits of the shorten
month in the year. Before we can rece ve tha eonflrma
lion of our flint succcss by our long outer line of com
municatlon the rebels crowd upon us the good aews ot

more important achievements. On Sunday we pub
llshod the news of the fall of Columbia. Oo Tuesday
the evacuation of Ctiailoston was announced On
Wednesday the news of the capture of Fort Anderson
came to hand, aud this mornlug we have tbe intarestint
details of another important step has been taken towardi
the Investment ef Richmond.

FOttT ANDKKHON.
Fort Anderson was the most important work of the

defences of Cape Keai river left In tha hands ot

the enemy after the capture of Fort Fisher and ih«
defenc s of Smlthville. Llko KUher, it was an ex¬

tend \e earthwork, located on File's Island, and com
manding the eliannel of the river. It mounted a large
number of guns, which raked the approaches by laud and
water. Immediately under the cover o: the guns tha
lebels built a large wharf, whero also was e»
tabh.-hed the quarantine for Wilmington, which
caus.'d it to be known for a time an Fori.
Quarantine. limned.ulcly below the wharf the rebels
have lately built sotne obstructions in y»e stream, but
they were so poorly constructed that Lieutenant Com
mauiler Gushing lately ]ui-s<><l them without much dill!
culty, aud made a complete recounoissancc of Wilming
tou and Fort Anderson. Since the fall of Kort Fisher tho
enemy have added materially to tho strength of Fort
Anderson. On the right flank of the work there hue
boon built a long line of rifle pits, extending across the
Island, und thus forming a continuous line of formidable
works from tho (Jape tear to the llruuswick ri\ ers On
tha east side of the river, immed'ately opposite Fort An¬
derson, Is .Sugar Loaf, a strong casemated battery, and
the long llue of rille pita of tbe enemy.

THE HKUKI. WOltKH ON TIIK MAINLAND
are raid to bo very perfect nnd formidable, extending
from Musouboro Hound across to Sugar lxjaf, with an ad-
vanced line on their right, Joining the main work mar

tho centre of the peninsula, forming a fortified en amp-
ment. The movement of Ge neral Schofleld on the we-t
slds of Capo !. ear river, as described in our correspond
.nee, avoided these works, aud caused their hast} aban
donment.

PKKTCIl OF W 1 I.UINOTON.
Wilmington is the capital of Hanover county, N. C.

and ia situated on the east bank of Capo Fear river, about
thirty four miles from iu mouth. It is the larger com¬
mercial place In tho Htate, tho business aud population
having been greatly Increased by the constrjrtion of the
Wilmington and Raleigh Railroad, which ext nds north
to Weldon, on th.) Roanoke river, one hundred and sixty-
two miles, and forma part of the great highway of travel
North and South. This railroad coat $2,600)000, and up
to a short period waa in excellent condition. Wilmington
ia also connected with South Carolina by another railroad

; to Manchester, and then counecta with tha branch to-

I Camden, in South Carolina.a very flourishing town situ¬
ated on the east bank of the Wateree river, thirty-three

| miles northeast of Columbia, and one hundred and forty
two miles northwest from Charleston, w.th which It is
connected by railroad. This la the Camden wh ro we

fought tho two battles of that naino during tha Revoiu
tlon-one in Auguat, 1780, between General Galea and
Lord Cornwallls; the other In A(>ri I, mi, between
General Greene and I/ird Rawdoo. Wilmington ia thua
connected by rail with tlio most important and fruitful
portions of the neighboring states.
From Wilmington steamboats aacend the Cape Fear

river al all stages of water to Fayettaville, one hundred
aud twenty miles. The I nlted Mates Arsenal at tlnf

place was seized in January, 1.-61, and a large quantity
of arms and |>owder and shot were secured by the rebels.
This arsenal is situated in the southara limits ol tli < city,
and has been used by the rebuU principally lu the nir.nu

fscture of awords and bayonets. Previous to sec salon
flve or six new*|«|Km wore published here, ai d mors

than twenty steam cugluen were employed in manufac¬
turing, while four mall steamers kept up a da.lyiom
muuication with Chariest,u. The arrivals at the port,
exclusive of tha Charleston steamers and the coaeters,
were upwards of one thousand. The |>opu!alion in MM
was ten thousand, au<l the city earned on a large trade
with tonnage amounting to twenty mue thousand twe
hundred and ninety t ight tuna. The location is said to lie
unhealthy, and In consequence the population Is pr Hel¬
ps! ly confined to fradesmeu and mechanics, the mauufac.
luring branch of business being quiie large.
for many months past Wilmington lias been tlio most

Important port of entry In the r« bcl conf. deracy, and i|
of Mtal interest to I<ee'a army, and, Indeed, to tbe whols
South. In a B|leech which be made In Wilmington in
November laat, Jeff Hat ia alluded to the port as tha
only one of great Importance left open to tha rebels
Much of the materiel for tbe rebel armies imported
from Europe, by blockade runnera, lias bean heretofore
entered at Wilmington and tbe chief supply of cotton
for Europe has been shipped from tha aame point. Ac¬
cession to the port baa heretofora bean very easy foi
vessels of such light draught as eoutd run pest out
blockading fleet by way of the Beach channel, where out
heavier vessels could not follow. Thera to no other port
In the rebel confederacy from which such extensive ope.
rations In blockade running has been carried on m at

A llmington ; but the fall of Fort Fisher put a mob to f1
'his profitable bualnesa.

REBEL ACCOUNTS.
Heparted Evaeaallen of WUatI||(fm

[From tbe Richmond Dispatch, Feb Kj T "

There was a report on the street Saturday avaaiaf AM
onr troope had fallen hack from TltMlfHa
port waa withoat foundation. -

,

Morale af Ikake'a Dlvlalea lefcn WU»
¦la|tea.

»ha Richmond Whig, Feb. Ml)
North Carolina, it eeema, is particularly caned wit*

newsmongers, who give currency la whatever Mb la

Jure our cause. For Instance, there waa a ra*aereurrta%
says tha Fayettaville Journal, bare aad elsewhern, thaf
there wera extensive deeertloaa from Hoke's MvtMsag1
now posted near Wilmington- fifty eae night, a hundred
another, and a hundred and fifty a third. By aa olaei
who left tbe division a few days age (wneaiad aad rae

tired) we learn that se far from these etatemeata being
true, the feet la that by returna from furlough, fta, tha

division musters a hundred more men thaa It did When

Fort Pisher fell And we have other information that

such is the statement of the commanding general at Wil¬

mington
It Is senally the case that when one Confederate sol¬

dier basely deserts hia colore that certain croakers Im¬

mediately magnify him Into a » ore.

Iltlllard Match at Hartford.
llAinroen, Conn., Peb JJ, ISM.

The second contest for the cliamplonsli p of O o nectl »

nut and th golden cue was played lest night before a

; large audience. Deration II. Ilubliell maintained his |>o.

I sition as cbamplon, wlni'lng the game hv 351 points in

a game o 1,010 Time, three hours and flfly flve minutes.

The w.nner s av< rage was seven and throe quartern »


